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School board incumbent
Hymas faces Natalie
Cline associate Wilbur
District 10 » Hymas savs

contest is about preparing
children for future: Wilbur

declined to answer questions
By CARMEN NESBITT
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Tid not respond to The of a student. Do you agree or
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State Board of Education bylaws, » Agive. Educators, in
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individual claim to fight for students
while using a student to fight with?
There were so many other, more ap
propriate
cerns.

Monica Wilbur » Did not respond

them with No. 1 as the most aritical.

Matt Hymas » Overspending;
demic focus; educator ac

grams; politics.

We have seen hundreds of millions
of dollars put into sports complexes
and buildings that are more elaborate
than museums all in the name of ed
ucating our children, Meanwhile, in
Utah we have one of the top schools
in the nation operating at a fraction
of the cost. We need to focus on aca:
demics in our schools. That should be
the priority, not the hundreds of other
programs that pull om or dis
tract the true purpose of education

We need to have the ability to hold
the very small percentage of bad edu
cators accountable. The one percent
will oftentimes tarnish the work of all
other educators, which is unfair and
unnecessary. Finally, we should not
be attempting to politicize education
Our children are not pawns or weap
ons in a political war. We should not
treat them as such

Monica Wilbur » Did not respond

Neither candidate: responded to
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Incumbent Strate

THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE

faces GOP’s nominee
for state school board

District 3 » Classroom
success tied to teachers
says Strate; challenger
Hall declined to answer
readers’ questions.

By CARMEN NESBITT

Incumbent Utah State Board
of Education member Brent
Strate is being challenged in
his District 3 reclection bid by
Rod Hall. The winner of the Re
publican primary elec
tion will face Utah For
ward candidate Laura
Johnson this fall for the
chance to represent the
district encompassing
East Layton, Clearfield

for u!ﬁu in
resenting what was then
called District 4. The
nged to District 3
ewide redistricting

a
after a st
initiative in 2021

Also that year marked the
state’s first-ever partisan elec
tions for the State Board of Ed
ucation and Strate won his seat
by defeating primary
K'Leena Furniss, as there was
no Democratic candidate in the
race.

Strate taught at South Ogden
Jr. High for 10 years and at Bon
neville High for 20 years and
previously served as a council
member for South Ogden City

Hall secured the Utah Repub
lican Party’s nomination for the
District 3 school board seat. He
currently serves as an assistant
pastor at Layton Baptist Church
and was a teacher for over 10

ears, according to his website

To better understand the can
didates’ positions on issues read
ers told The Salt Lake Tribune
were important in this primary
a reporter reached out to Strate

opponent
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Brent Strate

and Hall with questions on top.

ine's censure
to book bans. Strate answered
half of the questions, while Hall
did not respond to The Tribune.

Question #1 » According to

Utah's school children?

Brent Strate » Re-
search shows that the
numbe rurv:ficluru[
student acade

cess is the
teacher. T!
is amplified by par-
ent engagement. The Utah State
Board of Education does not di-
rectly fund classrooms, but we
do impact teachers by developing
quality standards, through teach-
er licensure and training and good
policy

Rod Hall » No response.
Question #2 » State school board

Brent Strate » | would make the
same decision today as 1 did then.
As a member of the Utah State
Baard of Education I fully support
the decision of the board. Within
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